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1. Name

historic Major General William S. Harney Summer Home

and'or common Harney Mansion

2. Location

street & number 332 South Mansion Avenue — not for publication
city, town  Syllivan ——vicinityof  Hon. Bill Emerson
state Missouri code 79 county crawford code (71
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status : Present Use
— district ——— public . occupied ——_ agriculture — . museum
~X_building(s) ___ private —— unoccupied — commercial — park
w—— Structure — both X__ work in progress - educational — private residence
— Site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertainment —_ religious
— object — in process Xx__ yes: restricted — government —— scientific

— being considered - yes: unrestricted — industrial —— transp.ortation

x N/A —no — military _X_. other: vacant

4. Owner of Property

‘hame William S. Harney Historical Society

street & number 332 South Mansion Avenue

city, town Sullivan ' ——— vicinity of statr Miséouri 63080

oo

5. Location of Lega’! Description :

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. (ffice of the Recorder of Deeds, Crawford County Courthouse—

street & number Crawfor_d.,Coun ty Courthouse

city, town Steelville, | state  Miccoyuri. BR565
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

»
title Missouri Historic Sites Catalogue has this property been determinedseligible? ___yes X _no

date 1963 ___federal _X state ___ county ___ local

depository for survey records grate Historical Societ f Missourd

city, town Columbia state  Migaouri 65201



7. Description

Condition Check one eck one

—— excellent X__deteriorated ___ unaltered 2> original site
—— good —ruins X  altered .~ moved date
— tair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The General David S. Harney House, located at the southern Timits of the
City of Sullivan, is an elogated assymmetrical 1-3/4 story structure with a
wing (presumably containing the kitchen) attached to the rear. Although built
in two sections by two differenct owners, the entire structure, including the
rear wing, is built of native brown sandstone with walls about 20" thick.

The Harney addition of 1869-72 faithfully duplicated the architectural
style of the original 1856 structure built by Dr. Alansen Leffingwell. The
over-all style is of eclectic frontier design with overtones of Massachusetts
colonial architecture.

The original 1856 section today makes up three days-of the 'new main facade
of the present building. The primary bay is a large arched entrance that was
planned originally as:a carfriage~through the structure. This passageway ‘was
enclosed at both ends soon after construction and it became an interior space,
the Reception Hall. To the,left -of this, the addition contains four-bays.

The windows on the first floor are 6/6 D.H. and the short, floor level
openings on the upper floor are double in-swinging casement sash. All openings
originally had shutters,

The initial structure measuring 36" x 29" had an off-center 7 foot wide
hall with a narrow 10 foot one bay room to the right of the entrance and a 13'-
8" two bay room to the left. The hall and narrow-rooms are duplicated on the
second floor but with the. ends walls extending up only a portion of the ceiling
height, allowing for thé low casement window openings. The ridge of the roof
extends from front to rear, typical of Greek Revival Design. The entrance
portico is missing but the door-opening to the upper level rémains.

The stair suprisingly is not located-:as might be:expected in the central
hall, but rather is a confined winding element opening off the hall, typical of
a servant's rear stairs. General Harney duplicated it:in:his .addition at the
opposite end of the building.

The addition by General Harvey extended the roof line another 58 feet. The
type of stonework and fenestration was duplicated but provided a new front
facade. The addition contained the carriageway, a Ball Room extending through
the depth.of the building and two .smaller.spaces:at the-west end of the
structure divided by a hall from the side of which a winding stairs carried to
the upper level. : .

The "el1" added onto the rear for kitchen and servants use is now largely
destroyed but the.outlines:are-still discernible. '

The'érea on thé"upﬁer floor over the Reception Hall and Ball Rpom consists
of a central hallway with a long narrow room on each side, o

Within the past years, the present owners - The William S. Harney
Historical Society - have repaired the roof construction and covered it with
plywood sheathing and roofing paper. For years, while the property was vacant,
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the leaking roof resulted in rotting of all flooring on both the main floor and
upper floor. About one-third of the roof had actually collapsed.

The present owners have now cleaned up the property on both inside and out
and have provided temporary flooring in all spaces except in the former
Carriageway, in which all joist and flooring are missing.

The mantels on the floor fireplaces - all in the original structure which
are said to have been marble, are missing.




sV U —

8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

. prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning __. _ landscape architecture .__ religion

___ 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic .____ conservation —— law —— Science -

—__1500-1599 ___ agriculture --_ economics ——.. literature - Sculpture

—— 1600-1699 _X  architecture __._ education - X_ military —— social/

- 1700-1799 _ __art ... engineering -__ music humanitarian

_X_1800-1893 ____ commerce .__. exploration/settlement ____ philosophy —_theater

. 1900- . ——- communications ... industry —- politics/government .___ transportation
o - invention - ____ other (specity)

Specific dates ., 1856—1869 __Builder/Architect 1 0um B

Statement of Slgmflcance (m one paragraph)
The Harney Mansion is eligible under Criteria C and A to wit:

C. The Harney House is an outstanding example of eclectic frontier design
with overtones of Massachusetts Colonial Architecture. It is doubtful that an
architect was identified with the design of the first unit, but the exterior
design reflects an-appreciation-of ~the Federal and Greek Revival styles, while
the arched stone voussiors over the window openings of both units and the
initialed keystone over the arched entry (former-carriageway) of the second
unit shows a German influence. A. General William S. Harney had a long and
distinguished military career following which he.acquired and enlarged his
Sullivan, Missouri mansion to serve as a rural retreat in his declining years.

The first part of the house was built about 1856 for Dr. Alansen W.
Leffingwell of St. Louis. It was built as a summer home in a secluded and
beautiful setting of oak and walnut trees not far from the old Springfield Road
and near the new town of Sullivan.

In 1869, Dr. Leffingwell sold the property to General William S. Harney who
extended the building in the same style. William Selby Harney was born.in..
Tennessee in 1800. He was a career soldier who served his nation faithfully -
for over sixty years. In 1832, he married Mary Mu]]anphy and into ‘one of the
most distinguished families of the St. Louis-area:

General Hacney's:military-career covered the Red Cloud Uprising of 1827,
the Winnebago Indian War of 1828, the Black Hawk War of 1832, the Seminole
Indian War of_ 1836-1841, the Mexican War of 1846-1848, the first-Sioux -
expedition of 1855, the Morman Expedition of 1858 and the San Ivan Affair of
1859-1860.

When the Civil War started he was head of the Department of the West, with
headquarters at St. Louis. The old soldier tried to maintain a truce with
those in Missouri who sided with the South.. At the same time, President.:
Lincoln was eager for Missouri to side with the Union. Lincoln relieved Harney
of command and called him to Washington. On the way to Washington, Harney was
captured by Southern forces but released. Lincoln placed him back in command,
but when he continued to attempt to keep Missouri neutral, he was ordered-
relieved of all command and given a leave.of. absence,unt11 further orders, - He::
then, in effect, retired and acquired the Leffingwell property for his summer
home. Here he lavishly entertained him many freinds.

Harney also had acquired a home in St. Louis in 1865. It wés located on
the Southwest corner of Locust and 15th Street across from the Robert Campbell
House,
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After General Harney's death, Mrs. Mary St. Cye Harney sold parts of his
extensive land holdings in the Sullivan area over the next ten years. The
house and one hundred and twenty acres of land were purchased by Theodore and
Lucy Hinchcliff in 1896.

With the passing of the Hinchcliffs, the mansion became the property of
their daughter Lucy Hinchcliff Riggins. In her declining years she sold parts
of the mansion grounds as she needed money and finally in 1960 sold the mansion
to Mr, and Mrs. Leo B. Hollander. The Hollander family retained the property
until December 1980, when Paul and Geraldine Hollander Blesi deeded the house
and five city lots to the newly created William S, Harney Historical Society.




9. Major Bibliographical References

(See Attached)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated prpperty M.O_aﬂ.d_llﬂ_i.CLQL 1:24,000

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification The nominated property includes all of Lots
6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, Hillcrest Subdivision, annexed part to the town of Sullivan,
Crawford County, Missouri.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namer/titte 1. Gerhardt Kramer, FAIA

organization Kramer & Harms, Inc. Architects date  October 7, 1983
street & number 2322 South Brentwood Blvd. telephone 314/962-4700
city or town St. Louis state Missouri 63144

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—_ national _X_ state ___local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set torth by the rrtlonal Park Service.
i i i -(vf‘ -\9—5 aé‘;}.@\

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

[

g
Director, Department of Natural Resources and "7/ . / s,
title ‘ State Historic Preservation Officer date 5/ ?“/
For NPS use only .
i hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register s
date
Keeper of the National Register
Attest: date

Chief of Registration
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Notes and References

Life of General Harney, Logan U. Reavis, St. Louis, 1878,

Missouri the Center State, Stevens, Chicago-St. Louis, 1915, 257-, 273-,
picture of Harney, insert, 272-3.

State of Missouri, Walter William, Columbia, Missouri 1904, Gives picture
of Harney mansion on page 16.

Missouri Mother of the West, Walter Williams, Floyd C., Shoemaker, et al.
Chicago and New York, 1930, Vol. 2, 109.

Encyclopedia of Missouri, edited by Howard L. Conard, Louisville, New York,
St. Louis, 1901, vol. 3, 184.

The Struggle for Missouri, John McElroy, Washington, D.C. 1913, Chapter 5.

Rebellion in Missouri: 1861, Hans Christian Adamson, Phila. & N.Y. 1961, 51-
52, 80-81.

The War of the Rebellion, Official Records, Washington, D.C., 1901,
Series 1, Vol. 1, 653-666.

Missouri Historical Review, vol. 23, 603-7.

St. Clair Chronicle, Dorothy 0. Moore, January 23, 1964, 6. Also
editorial, p. 2.

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, story by Jack Rice, May 20 and May 21, 1962. May
20, 6A.

Franklin County Site Survey Files, Washington Historical Society,
Washington, Missouri.

Franklin County Record, Union, Missouri, reprint from Crawford Mirror,
Steelville, Missouri, November 27, 1884, .

X
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2. James M. Denny, Chief, Survey & Registration
and State Contact Person
Department of Natural Resources October, 1983
Historic Preservation Program 314/751-4096
P.0. Box 176

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN

HARNEY MANSION
SULLIVAN, MISSOURI

®

NOT TO SCALE
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN

HARNEY MANSION
SULLIVAN, MISSOURI

185€

1872
CARRIAGEWAY

NOT TO SCALE

STONE WALLS
20" THICK

DRAWN FOR: JIM DENNY DRAWN BY: BILL SMITH FEBRUARY |984































































